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FRIEND, 1-54 
OR all the thanks I owe you, and alt the 
Complements *twere /fit 1 made you, take 
this acknowledgment, that you have anſwer- 
ed beyond my expeRtation ; and. this afſu- 

- rance, that I will conſider very ſeriouſly what 
you ſay, and make ſuch uſe of it, that you ſhall have cauſe 
to think your labour not unprofitably ſpent. - But yet I 
cannot but complain of the ſecrefie which you enjoynme. 
I for my part am ſo well ſatisfied of your way of writing, 
that I cannot but think others will be ſo-too, and that this 
ſhineſs of yours is injurious both to your ſelf and the 
World ; and becauſe unjuſt commands are not to be o- 
bey'd; let me tell you fraukly.I meannot to confine your 
Papers to my cloſet. They ſhall be ſcen if it pleaſe God,; 
by more Eyes then mine; but yet not to. fall abſolutely 
out with you, I will divide takes, and -ſo ' communicate 
what you write, that there ſhall be no ſuſpition of the 
Writer. This I promiſe you very faithfully, and: to d0 
it with more exaCtneſs, leſt your name ſhould be dif- 
covered, I engage my ſelf to canceal my own. Then if 
fobn a nokes get all the praiſe from you, . the fault be up- 
on your own Head. For the reſt to deal plainly with 
you, I find my ſelf I know not how. Things will not 
ſettle with me, and though out of the mouth] of a good 
Proteſtant, I believe what you ſay would: have paſt good. 
reaſon; yet when I reflect you are a Papiſt, that is,if you 
will pardon my Freedom, of a crafty infinyating Gene- 
ration, I have ſtill a kind of grumbling. 

This Papiſt marrs all ; and though I think my ſelf as 
free from prejudice as other men, 1 find t'wil not do. 
| can not bur fear being trapan'd. .. You have I muſt con-- 
feſs ſaid many things very well, and more then 1 thought 

| I you 


E. Szlisbury 
Treatiſe of 
mitigation, P. 
20, 
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(2) 
you had been allow'd to ſay, but you are reſerv'd Qill, 
Tis true you give Reaſons for your reſervedneſs, which 
I can not anſwer;-but-whether it be that my-plam nature 
would have every thing as plain as my ſelf, or that curio. 
ſity be like Love where too much reaſon is thought blame- 
able. Icould wiſh in this occaſion you had us'd leſs Rea. 
ſon and more Freedom. 'Speak out the whole truth, 
men, -and be a pood Proteſtant ; otherwiſe own the 
whole Falfhood, and be a Papiſt of the firſt miguel 
I fear your half Catholicks are in as bad a Caſe as Afor- 
ztaltos half Sinners, who ſhall be damn'd for not ſinni 
enough. For my part if 1 would be a Papiſt, I would be 
a Papiſt to purpoſe. Hang this motly Religion, this half 
Rome, half Geneva Faith, which gets a man neither credit 
nor feeurity." 1 would be as good a Catholick as Belar- 
in for his heart if I would be one ;. and if I thought your 
Catholick Faith would ſave me, I would take order mine 
ſhould be Catholick enough ſure, and never boggle at a- 
ny thing ſhould” be offer'd' me. But to leave Jeaſting, 
let'me tell you, though T know not how you will reliſh the 
Complement,you write ſo well that you muſt needs write 
again. T may poflibly hereafter give you more trouble up- 
on this Subject, when theſe fluttering Fancies of mine are 
ſetled into a ſteady Judgement. I know not how ſatis- 
faQory your Anſwer may'prove when I have fully exa- 
mind it : If it do not, I reſerve my felt the liberty to. 
tell you ſo; 'and in the mean. time conceive you 
could not chuſe a more uſefuk Argument ,- then 
this of the Popes power. He was a man famous for 


wiſdom who, asI find cited in one of your own Authors, 


was long troubled that ſume clear  explication of the Ts 
Authority had *not bitherto been made by ſome pablick or acfi 
mitive Sentente; and this both that thoſe. Princes, who ac- 
knowledge it, may be ſecure from the fear and ſuſpicions of 
continual T reaſons and Attempts of Aſſaſins ; and thoſe 
Princes who do nit acknowledge it , and yet defire.to.think fa+ 
vorrably of their Subjefts, may certainly know how far they 
may rely upon their fidelity in temporal matters, wha differ ms 
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them what thncernt their Conſeicvce,  Contyler 
what confolion, "Wha Wars and Bloodſhed we, find. 
Hiſtory -vpoht the contelts, betwixt . e., Spirigual AN 
Temporal Power.” Pcople diſtracted betwixt the. {ear,of 
making Shipyrack of theirFaith or theis Fortunes, | 

not how 20 avoud either Herely onthe one. fhde,,or-Bebeh = 
lion on the-.other. _ If the World Were once w UL Alle 
form'd of the juſt bounds' of thoſe. two Powers, aud 
knew wherein they conſiſted, and how far they ex- 
tended , ſuch conteſts wovld cither not happen, | or if 
they did People would readily know which part to take. 
However it be, pray ſatisfie me at lcaſt in this parti- 
culars. The ſubſtance of your Anſwer conſiſts in this, 
that the Doctrines I" objected | belong not to your 
Faith or Church. But does not this belong to your 
Faith , That the Pope is the Vicar of Chrift upon 
Earth ? I think you would not take him for a Catho- 
lick who ſhould deny it. Now if Chriſt gave to the Pope 
the Power he had himſelf, ſince He without doubt 
had all both Spiritual and Temporal Power, how can 
you- avoid -being -obligd , and -that-by an” Article-of 
your Faith, to acknowledge that zhe Pope likewiſe has 
all manner of Power, and may/juſtly and lawfully do 
all thoſe things which your Fetter calls the exorbi- 
tant fancies of private men. This Friend exceeds the 
bounds of - probable opinions, and intrenches ſtrongly 
on:;your Faith, Wherefore you ſhall not deny e+t- 
ther my friendſhip or importunity an Anſwer to it. 
Bur anſwer ſo, if poſſibly you can, that theſe 
doubts or umbrages, or what you perhaps may find a 
better name for, then I can give a reaſon of, may 
trouble me no longer. Will you permit me to deal 
plainly with you ? I ſuſpect you have ſaid more 
then you are allow'd to ſay, and more then I ſhould 
be allow'd to hold if I were of your Communion. 
The Jews ware not more zealous to make Proſelytes 
then youare ; and what know I but you may have 
a defign upon me, and ſay more what you think may 
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ind on 0 Thom curably of your Religion, (they 
whit your Reb R tick” to ſay.. Let me 
ore intrea! jon, to fo fo notht le what a on Ca- 


tholick may A fay, and what I may be ſecure 

ſhall dveba he he difatlow'd by your Church. And fince ] 

can ptomiſe you no other froſt of your labour, for I do 

not think you hope in earneft'to make a Proſelyte of me, 

x _ theafſurance I give'you, that you ſhall at leaf 
bind'to © your Service, ' 


' Yonrs, QC. 
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Frienl 


FRIEND, X 


F OU know the power of your friendſhip 
over me, and you make uſe of it, For 
ought I ſee mine is juſt the caſe of hand- 
ſame-handed Tom Fool, whom that praiſe 
betray d toſo much labour, that he com- 

plain'd his dexterity had almoſt cripled him. Pray God 

my eaſineſs, or your importunity give me not one day 
more cauſe of complaint then he had. But fince you will 
not bedeny'd, *tis beſt to obey you without more a do. 

For your unquietneſs I could laugh at it, if itsdeeper root 

did not give me too much cauſe of grief. As fincere as 

you are you are prejudic'd Friend, and o_ unquietneſs of 

yours is the ſtrugling betwixt reaſon, which you plainly 
ſee, and a paſſion ſo ſecret that 'tis hid even from your 
ſelf, which hinders you from entertaining freely what you 
ſee. Not but that] know your candour well, and am 
enough perſwaded you are not conſcious of oppoſing. rea. 
ſon wilfully , and would be your Compurgator of fin 
againſt the Holy 'Ghoſt. . But thus it happens : Ever 
ſince the change of Religion,and the bad attempts of ſome 

Catholicks in the days of Queen | Elizabeth,heightned by 

the horrid Powder Treaſon, it has been perhaps the di- 

reQion of the State, however the employment of Pul- 

pits,to give bad impreſſions of Catholicks and their Relt- 


; gioh. - And this has been done ſo long, and ſo univerſally, 
and ſo'vehemently;, that fince you find the effect of it, I 
- may reaſonably judge there is none who has not his ſhare, 


and who has not found an 7dea of Catholicks more ac- 
cordingto what they have been repreſented then what they 
are. As the Nature and circumſtances of men are diffe- 


rent; .and ſome are fram'd t a ſweet uprightneſs, others 
to an/unwayward croſneſs. . Again, ſome converſe much 


” withigood Catholicks, ſome with bad ones, ſome with 
: none, 


(6) 
none, and who have no other knowledge of them, but 
hear of ftrange animals in. £fric or the 1xdies., ſo 


men are differently affeted towards them : But 1 believe 


there is none who has not more or leſs of the bad 7dea 
ſo much-endeavour'd-to be fixt upon them, and. that ne 
hearty Proteltant can Hear things ſaid tothe advantage” of 
Catholicks or their Religion without that onquicaltfs at 
leaſt which you find in your ſelf. It were to be wiſhrt, 
and perhaps expected from the Chatity of Pulpits, that 
the example of that wiſe and merciful King, againſt whom 
that Treaſon was plotted might have been followed; and 
the Innocent diſtinguiſht from the Guilty. Butwhatever 
might or ſhould have been, we ſee what is done; and you 
find the. effect in your ſelf, whereof that you not 
think reaſon the cauſe, conſider a little that while we 
paſs generally for ignorant ſtupid people, led »blintily into 
all the follies to which our blinder Guides our Priefts 
conduct us,you object craft and ſubtlety -to me. ?Reaſon, 
Friend, is more uniform and more ofa piece,/and (objects 
not ſo.crolly. For what you ſay of 'our Jewiſh zeal bf 
eaining Proſelytes, I muſt avow to you ['am'of St. Paws 
mind, and wifh »o tantum ſe, ſed etiam omnes qui andinut 
hodie fieri tales qualrs ego ſum, exceptis vinculis his. ' I am 
taught tolove my neighbour as my ſelf ,& becauſe Iam» fa- 
tisfy'd the way.in which I am is- the way to Heaven, 1 
wiſh every body would chuſe it. Butif 'you- think me 
a dangerous perſon for this, you 'muſt think 'Reaſon: a 
dangerous thing, which he that fears to 'be 'trapand, let 
me tell you is more trapan'd by his ownifears. You tak 
pleaſantly of half Catholicks, and motly Religion, but I 
think youexpect no anſwer, and need not be-put in mind, 
that Religion as ſacred as it is cannot hinder men fromufing 
their weak apprehenſions, and diſorderly fancies, fand ir- 
regular deductions as well upon it as'every thing elſe; and 
he that ſhall take all that for Faith, which'every even faith- 
ful man offers him, may-too truly ſay inopem me copia fecir, 
and-find perhaps at laſt that too much Religion 'hasleft him 
ane at all. For the new trouble with' which you threaten 

me, 
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(7). 
me, I hope the moxe you examine my anſwer, the: leſs 
cauſe of exception you will find againft it. gps wg 
if you do. prove , diſfatisfy'd, 1 will endeavour, I 
know why, to ſatisfie you as well as 1 can. 

The noble Perſon cite was unqueſtionably a wiſe man, 
and his ſaying is a wiſe ſaying, and I am of his. mind, 
and wiſh ſuch an Authentick definition made in this matter 
with all my heart, But Friend, 1 am no Pope to make 
one, and though I am perſwaded an Authentick definition 
of rruth might produce very good effects, | fear an unſea- 
ſonable diſpute might do as much harm.Thoſe twoPowers 
like two boundleſs Seas, have ſometimes ſtrugled toge- 
ther, and in their unreſiftable Waves buried multititudes 
of unhappy People. We may bleſs God we live in a 
calm z diſputes might- raiſe the billows again, and who 
knows when they would be laid. I could ſpeak with 
Freedom to you, but fince you. talk of communicating 
whatI fay to others, conſider that one will miſtake igno- 
rantly,another pervert wilfully,a third deduce raſhly,and in. 
a matter of this conſequence where our duty required by 
the Law of God is concern'd, all interpoſe eagerly, and 
the moſt ignorant being ſtill the moſt forward and full of 
noiſe ; the great good you fancy by ſetting bounds to the 
two Powers, would prove clamour,and buſtle,and inextri- 
cable confuſion, and if any miſcarriage happen all will be 
imputed to the Author, who as innocent as he may other- 
wiſe be, can never yet acquit himſelf of medling with 
what he has nothing to do. No Friend, let us preſerve the 
Majeſty of Supream Powers in an awful diſtance, and 
ſubmit to them with the reverence of a quiet obedience, 
and not make them cheap by unſeaſonable diſputes. 
Princes and Biſhops are both ſacred, let what belongs to 
them be ſo too, and not touche without the excuſe of nec- 
ceſſity or obligation of duty. Bat People ſhould know how 
to behave themſelves when the* two Powers are at odds. 
For my part I conceive this is a Caſe which may ſafely be 
left to Gods -providence, and that thoſe who do amiſs, 
ſin. more by Paſſhon taen Ignorance. Let a man truly 
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mean to.do well, and bring an upright Conſcience to he 
Aion, and1 believe he willnot want as much knowledge 
asis'neceflary for him. This I ſee, that God being Au- 

_ thor of both Powers, it is not poſſible they ſhould enter- 
fate, but by an abuſe of the one, and that abuſe will be 
viſible enough; and when the caſe happens thoſe who do. 
not want honeſty will not miſcarry for want of know- 
ledge. In the mean time I ſhould be very ſorry to 
ſee the caſe happen, I will not contribute towards it: ſo 
much as even ro mention it. Obedience is the duty 
which God and my condition require from me, and in 
the performance of that I will endeavour to be found-un- 
blamable, and leave diſputing to thoſe who value the 
praiſe of a witty or ſubtle man, above that of a faithful 
and quiet ſubject, Beſides though I might poſſibly hit of 
ſomething more then is uſually ſay'd on the argument , 
which in my Opinion uſes to be treated lamely enough, 
'yet1 take it much to exceed the ſphere of my ability. 
In two words it isa queſtion which I neither could ſuf- 
ficiently handle if I -would, nor would if I could. But 
for your ſecond queſtion, fince it trenches as you ſay up- 
on Faith, and we are taught to be ready to give ſatiſ- 
faction to any who demands an account of the hope in us, 
I ſhall obey the Apoſtle and you to my power. You tie 
me nevertheleſs to pretty ſevere conditions, for what is 
there, or can there be ſo plain which miſtakivg zeal will 
not reprove ? or what other remedy canl bring to ſettle 
your quietneſs then Reaſon, which yet 1 conceive to be 
be the.very ones Bar cauſes it ? The onely expedient I 
can find to ſpeak as you would have me is to ſay nothing 
at all, I meanof my ſelf, farther then to deliver, upon 
occaſion, may ſence of what others ſay, but anſwer your 
objection in the words of ſuch men of whom you may be 
ſecure they will run no: hazard of reproof from our 
Church ; and if your Reaſoncan as well rectifie your ſelf 
as their Authority will juſtifie them, I hope you may at 
laſt be ſatisfy'd. Remember then if you pleaſe that I 
take not upon me to determine dogmatically what is 
, true, 
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would hold, or you -have-patience to real (for'l think 
youare furgiſbt with a.ſutheient ſtock of that 'yertve, if 
you can forgive. ther folly. of ſaying ſo, much as' 1. have 
done, which ſeems to, me.not much wiſer then-to- go 
about ſeriouſly to prove there is ſuch a place as Zamaies; 
ar has been ſuch a, Man as Harry the 8th.) I- ſhall; onely 
ade the Authority, of the Roman; Pontifical Printed at 


| Rome 1.59.5 Where the, Prayer appointed for the Conſe- 


cration of Kings ends thus, That jou may glory without, end 
with our Redeemer feſws Chriſt, cuſus. nomen vicemq; 
geſtare.crederis, whoſe name you bear, and whoſe Vicar you 
are.; This being ſo, conſider now what a' pleaſant ;Ar- 
gument, you have light upon, by which Kings | may 
as well abſolve Penitents, and confer Sacraments, as the 
Pope diſpoſe of Kingdoms. Notwithſtanding let us 
look a little nearer upon. it, Chriſt, ſay you, "Have «/, 
the power he had; He had all, bath $ friemel and T emporal, 
therefore the Pope muſt have it too. It you will not be too 
haſty in your cenſure, but delay! it till I kave time to ex- 
lain my meaning, LI will anſwer you a Catholick may! 
be a. very good Catholick,: and believe all a Catholick is 
bound to believe, and yet. bel:eye. never a one of thoſe 
two Propoſitions. ;Not that I mean to be guilty of the 
plaſpnemy,of denying to the San of God, all power mn 
Heaven and Earth, hut that Son of God being,man too; 


' 1.do,not know a Catholick is bound to believe that man, 


rely as man, was a temporal King. But of this more 
and. by when your ſecond Propoſition comes into 

ay; in the mean time let us conſider the firft, viz. That 
Chrift ga ve to the Pope in St. Peter all the power he had 
himfelf Pray haw does this appear ? *tis included ſay 
you.in this, that he is his Vicar. - I beſeegh you conſider 
again, forI cannot readily think of an inference which 
ſeems to me more wild, and more: palpably contradict- 
ed by_ the open courſe of things 'with which we daily 
converſe. A Judge repreſents the Kings Perſcn, a Con- 
ſtable does it, .all Officers both Civil and Military ſup- 
ply his place in their. ſeveral employments. Can every 
one 


(14) | 
one of theſe therefore do as thuch as the King # Can a 
General coyn' mioney,/or a'Jvdge call a Parltament; or a 
Conſtable make Wat and-P ? Weſce their ſeveral- 


tr ec bounded by their ſeveral erp nn 06, and 
e \priviledge of 'repreſenting- his perſon gives them no 
more power theri' he is pteas'd to coufer npor! them, 
How: tan lit! be otherwiſe with the'Pope ?-* He ihdeed 
is the Vicar of Chriſt; and tepreſents his ptrſoh, 'arid” ſo 


the Judge does the Kings, but what power he has we arc | 


to learn from his Commiſſion, not his Title. 

. Letvs now confider what a good Catholick may. ſay ts 
this-point. And firſt I believe no mar can reprove him if he 
fay he finds no temporal powet included irr any Commiffi- 
on recorded in Scripture,” Tradition'or the Fathers 3 and 
f he 'refyſe to believe more then he finds there, 'I think 
none wil reprove him for that neither. In Scripture we 


, find Saint Peter -commiſfionated to teach, to baptize, to 


feed the Flock, to confirm his: Brethren.z we find” the 
Keys of Heaven promis'd and given him, and what thoſe 
Keys fignifie wefind there declared to be this, that what 
by _— bind or looſe h. boy _ be pry or 
o0s'd in Heaven. But of depo mgs, or diſpoſi 

of Kingdoms, we read no word. That i Comeiſſca 
extends only: to Spirituals, is a thing fo notoriouſly 


known - and © univerſally receiy'd amongft Catholicks ; - 


nonedenying it but fome Canonifts who meddle z/rys 
crepiaam, and a few Divines who handle their cyepid4 


_ unskilfully and follow them, that, to be ferious and ear- 


neſt in the proof of it, is a labour as little needful and 


perhaps leſs pardonable then that which I have newly ct-- 
ged "Fees ſhewing Princes to be Vicars of God. Howe- 


ver becauſe 1 am to ſay nothing of my ſelf, hear what's- 


thers ſay. Gelaſfias ſpeaks very clearly : Faerant hat 
ante adventum Chriſti, &c. Before the coming of Chriſt, 
figuratively, and remaining Jet in carnal ations, ſome were 
both Kings and Prieſts ,as the H. Hiſtory delivers of Melchi- 
zedeck. Which thing tos; the Devil, ſtriving alwajs with « 
T Yramical Pride, to uſurp to himſelf theſe things which be- 

s cen - doug 
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dignity. Far although bis: Afembers, . that 
and. Biſhop, are maguificently (6d accord; 
tiow of h15 nature," to. have's 


$a 
the ſpixitual aftion might be diſtant from carnal aſſaults, and 
he wha mitlitat Deo «4 Souldier of Gods, ſhould not embroil 
himſelf meth ſecular buſineſs ; and on the other ſide he mho is 
entangled in ſecular buſineſs ſhopld not preſide over divine 
matters ; both that the modeſty of both degrees might be pro- 
wided for,leſt he who had both ſhowld be puffed up,avd a conve- 
nent profeſſion be particularly fitted to the qualities of the A: 
ions. This man was a Vicar of Chriſt himſelf, and you ſee 
he is fo far fromthinking his. Commiſſion extends to-tem- - 
poralthings,that he plainly teachesChriſt diſtinguiſht them,, 
and left the ſpirituai Power ſoalone to him, that for tem- 
poral Laws he was to be beholding to. the Emperour. I 
might peradventurehaye run the hazard of reproof, if I 
had ſaid that to joyn thoſe two Powers is an Artifice of 
the Devil, but I fuppoſe that ſaying will: not be'reprov'd 
in ſo antient and ſo holy a Pope. Symmachus- ſucceeded 
as to his Chair, being-the next Pope but one after him, ſc 
to his Docteine.; Yox, ſays.he to the Emperour,. receive 
(Baptiſm from-the Biſhop, the Sacraments, Penance, deſire 
their Prayers, their Beneditt ion , laſtly you adminiſter humane, 
be diſpenſes divine things to you... Gteg: the 2d. Ep.. x3. to 


c 


( 9) 
the Emperout Leo;' Ar the'B iſhop has- no power to lodk-into 
thr Palate, © and weddle with regal dignity, "dignitates'rega- 
les'deferendi; ſo veither bat” the Emperony to look smto' the 
Charch, &c.—'Bifbops are therefore ſet over Churches, 
abſtaining from the buſineſs of the Commwonwealth , that 
Prikcet-inhke manner may: abſteiin: from Ecclefpaſtical' wat- 
rays Lied 4: '2: qig; c Nos fritcompetenter. ."7# #0 be 
noted that there are 1w3 Perſont by which the World i govern- 
ed ', the Royal and the Saceraotal. As Kings preſiae in the 
affairs of the world, ſo Prieſts in what belongs to God. It 
belongs to Kings to inflick torporal', to Prieſts to inflitt ſps- 
ritual puniſhment. He (Judex) carries the Sword for 
paniſoment of thr bad ahd praiſe of the good * theſe ( Preifts) 
have the Keys to'exclude tt he exCommunicate and reconcile the 
penitent. Nicolas” 34. C. Inter hac 32.9; 2.. The holy 
Church of God ts not governd by worlaly Laws, ſhe has 
no Smord but the Spiritual, with which ſhe doth not 
kill but quicken. Adrian the firſt :in the Council of© Fraxck- 
ort ſectns to me with one little word to-explain' very 
wellthe Commiſſion given to St. Peter : Peterzſayd he, 
in reward of his confeſſion was made Porter of Heaven, and 
had power to bind and looſe ; ſo much we alrcady know; 'tis 
recorded in Scripture, but what was it he could bind and 
looſe? Sonls ſays, the Pope. ' Theſe Popes underftood 
and us'd their power as well as moſt of their Succefſours, 
and they knew nothing of Temporal power, but confin'd 
what was given them to ſpiritual and divine things, and 
care of the Soul. And that this too is the ſenſe of 
the Church, I think will appear by the Prayer us'd on the 
Feaft of St. Peters Chair, which. antiently. ran thus ; 0 
God, who by giving the Keys of Heaven, haſt deliver'd to Pe- 
ter the Pontifical dignity of binding and leofing Souls. This 
laſt word Soxls is left out of the latter Editions, I ſuppoſe 
to render the Prayer more conformable to the expreſſions 
of Scripture, and pceradventure to keep. more-cloſe to 
antiquity, of which they are very tenacious at Rome : for - 
Platina inthe Life of Leo 4th.. delivers:the rude draught 
of this Prayer, whence 'tis likely the Prayer: was taken, 
with- 


(17) 


without that word : But the meaning with the word 


.and without is the' ſame; Words may alter, but the 


Churches ſenſe altersnot. | But let us hear ſome other 
of the Fathers. Hoſfius Biſhop of Cordxba, who preſided 
in the Council of Nice,and was counted in his time the Fa- 
ther of Biſhops, writes thus tothe Emperour Conſt antize : 


. God has committed the Empire to you, and entrufted us with 14, 4th ay. 
what belongs to theChurch: ' n4 as he who looks upon your Ems; Ep.adSolicit- 
pire with envious Eyes contradifts the divine Ordination ; "195+ 


ſo do you take heed that by drawing affairs of the Church to 
Jon, You ncur 4 great crime. It is written, give what is 
Czſars ro Ceſar, and what is Gods to God. Wherefore 
neither 1s it lawful for us to take an Empire 0n Earth, nei- 
thar does the Power of Sacrifices and holy things belong to you. 
S. Jo. Chryſoſt.hom 4. in verb. Iſaizz Bodies are commit- 
ted to Kings, Souls to Priefts.—— He has material, thoſe 
ſpiritual Arms. S. Hierom. 1n cap. 16. Mat. The Spiritual 
Key extends i not it ſelf to Temporals without Arrogance. 


- Theenhylac. upon John 21. O#r Lord makes Peter not 4 


Prince,. not a King, but commands him to be a Paitour. 
iFeed, ſays he, not Kill, &c, $. Anſelm, upon Mat. 26. 
There are ſecular Officers by whom Temporal things, and Spi- 


ritual Officers by whom Spiritual things are managed. Where- 
fore the material Sword 15 given to carnal , and the Spiritual 
to Spiritual Officers'; ard as what mn to the Church ts 


not proper, ' for Kings, - ſo neither ought the Biſhop to meadle 
with what belongs to Kings, Which becauſe Peter (who re- 
preſents ſpiritual men) aig, when he us d the material Sword, 
and cut off our Servants Ears, he deſervd to be reprehended 
by our: Lord. Hugo de ſan. Victor, de ſacr. fid. I. 2.p. 3. 
C4. | Earthly Power has the' King for Heads :, Spiritual 
Pawer the Pope. | Earthly things, and all ordained for earth- 
h Life, belong to the power of the King ; Spiritual things, 
and all belonging to. Spiritual life, to the Pope. Again 1. 2. p. 
2,C. 3» Ut 1s given to the faithful Chriſtian Lait) to poſſeſs 
T emporals, to the Clergy. onely Spirituals are committed. 


St. Bernard ſpeaks thus to the Pope: Tour Power. 1s not ne conſud, !, x. 


in Poſſeſſions, but in Crimes ; aud for theſe, not for them, c. 5. 
C You 
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Jow have received the Keys of the Kingdom of Hervey, 
Conſider Hago s onely Spiritnals, and St. Bornaras we 

Poſſeſfions'or Temporals, and judge whether a Ca 
lick is like to be reproved for not extending the Popes 
power beyond Spirituals. And in his 2d. Book ſpeaking 
of Temporals; Beit,fays he, that you may othey wa) 
challenge theſe things, but wot hy the ger of + ent » fer 
he (Peter) conld not give what by had not himſelf, what he 
had that he gave : the care, as T ſaid, over Churches. Ru. 
pertus Abbas upon theſe words ner 4 Red, Mat. 10+ ſpeaks 
thus; But now there are two Rods, one of the Kings of 
Gentiles, another of the Diſciples of Chriſt: The Rod of 


of the Kings of Gentiles is the Rod of Dominion, the Rod of 
the Diſciples of Chrift is the Roaof Direttion, the" Rod of 


Paſtoral duty ſolicitonſly watching over the cure' of | Souls: 
'The Red which # of Dominion, 2 not granted to the Mini- 
frers of the Goſpel of Peace, and that ts forbidden here, nor 
2 Rod, &r. Cardinal Damianus- L. 4.' Ep. 9.'ad Olderic. 
Epiſc. Firman. Between the Kingdom and Prieftbud the 
proper Offices of each are aiftingmiſbr, that the *King ma) 
wake uſe of the Arms of the World, and" the Prieſt b Fire 
with the Sword of the Spirit, whith ts the Word of God. me 
If any Objet that Pope Leo engaged himſelf often in Way, 


who nevertheleſs is a Saint ; I ſay what Tthink, that weithey 


Peter obtained the Apoſbolical Principality becauſe he denied 
Chrift , noy David deſerved the Oracle of Prophecy becauſe 
_ another mans Bed. Schoolmen as they ſpeak more 
plainly, area little more ſevere. Almain de Authorit. 


Eeclef. c. 2. puts this difference betwixt: Eccleſiaſtical. 


and Lay power, that by this enely  corporeal [ewe F 
3nflitea, by other Spiritual” preeiſely. Joan. de Parifijs c. 
10, de poteſt. Reg. & Pap.” | Granting that Chrift-hattem- 
poral authority and power, yet gave it not ro 'Peter, c.\15, 
Anſwering the Obze&tion from-Quodcunq; ſolveritis, &ec. 
F anſwer with Chryſoftom and Ravanus,6y this is not under. 
food any power given but Spiritual td ab[olve from the bond of 
Sins: 'and't weve fooliſh to underſtand a power given to ab- 
folve from the Boyd of Debt. Again c, 14. To Peter was 


given 
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ven ſpiritual prwey onely to remit fins, nor can he do av 
Shine in temporal: but in foro onde KARA. 
utraq;poteſtat. art. 3.7? is to be widerſtood that Chriſt had 4 
threefold power over bodies, ſouls and temporal goods. T he firſt 
he us « by caring infirmities, &c. The ſecond, viz. Spiri- 
ritual, he both usd and delegated as much as is neceſſary and 
txpeaient for the good of Souls. The third He neither 
ws d nor gave, but rather forbad both to Peter and the 0- 
ther Apoſtles as # ſaid: And concludes ; In the Commiſſicn 
given to Peter his Vicar, we read not temporal, but onely 

iritual- power committed to him. I will give Thee the 
mf of the Kingdom of Heaven, he ſaid not, and Dominion 
over worldly things : Wherefore he preſently adds, as expli- 
tating himſelf to mean onely ſpiritual power, Whatever you 
fall bind, &&c. Ambrof. Catharin. »pom Rom, 13. That 
the Pope Vicar of Chrift, us nothing to purpoſe to make us 
believe he has power given him to rule all the World in 
temporals, It rather perſwades us ſuch power was not given 
him, becauſe Chriſt refus dit, and a+ he was man had it 


' not in the World ; for after the Reſurreftion "twgs ſaid all 


power #s given me, QC. But in this World he was ſubjet to 
ſecular powers. Wherefore he left the Pope Vicar of that 
Kingdom which was given him by his Father while he liv'd 
ou Earth ; namely, the ſpiritual Kingdom over his Sheep, 
&c. Otherwiſe if he be the Vicar of Chriſt abſolutely ascor- 
ding to all the power which Chriſt hadghe ſhould have power 
over Angels and the Bleſſed, which 5s ridiculous. And again, 
Theſe powers are different from one another, and no man 
can uſurp either at his pleaſure ; and to think ana teach «- 
therwiſe is moſt ſeditious and moſt horrible, Anton. de Roſell. 
de Proteftat. Imp. & Pap. p. 1. c; 38; hence 1 conclude 
'tis Herefpe and Maineſs, to ſay that theuniverſal Admini- 
ftration of Temporals is or canbe in the Pope. Greg. Ha- 
imbarg. de prim. Pap. whence it appears 'tis a fable, 
and invention that is writ in the Decretals, that Popes have 
the plenitude of power givem them, and ſuch a Dommion that 
they are over Kings and Princes in Temporals, They are 
ſmart fellowes, theſe Schoolmen, and ſpeak home, and 

G3. yet 
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yet arc good Catholicks for. all that, and 'acknowledgd 
to beſo ; neither are tney otherwiſe reprov'd or repro- 
vable,then as Scnolars take the freedom to cenſure one 
another. Mean time ſince. a Catholick may unreprova- 
bly hold that the two powers were diſtinguiſht by' Chriſt, 
and joyn'd by the Deva, the temporal committed to 
Princes, and the ſpiritual. to Biſhops, who if they be 
Souldiers of God are not to meddle with ſecular buſi. 
neſs ; that while Biſhops diſpenſe divine, Princes are to 
adminiſter humane things ; that to the Clergy belong 
onely ſpirituals, and the Popes power has nothing. to do 
with poſſeſſions ; that dominion is forbidden him, and 
onely the Rod of dircction granted, &c. I hope you 
may quiet your fears, ,and not ſuſpect I ſhall either be 
diſown'd or reprov'd by my Church, if upon the ſecurity 
of ſo m! c1 Authority I deny your firſt Propoſition, and 
affirm the Popes Vicarfthip is confin'd to fpirituals, and 
that it hinders not Princes from being Gods Vicars as. 
well as himſelf ; who, if they manage all their truſt, are 
accountable onely to him, ſecond to whom they are, 
and cxcept whom they have none above them, I mcan.in 


their own kind. Onely I would not have you boggle at 


this, that the Pope is not every where cexpreſly. nam'd. 
For though the Order of Goveinment require that the 
Hcad ſhould have more power then an inferior Member, 
as the Commiſſion of a General muſt be larger then that 
of a private Captain; yet I think none will doubt but the 

ower of the Pope and the reſt of the Clergy is all of the 
lame kind, and. the more which belongs to him as Head 


of the Church, ſignifies more of the ſame ſort of actions, 


not power of another nature, .. But becauſe I am to ſay 
"nothing of my ſelf , I&t St. Les treil you this and more in 
a Sermon inſerted into the Churches Office -on the Feaſt 
of St. Perers Chair at Antioch, where ſpeaking of the 
Confeſſion of St. Peter, and the promiſe made- him. upon 
it.: The force inacea, ſays he, 'of this pawer paſt into the 
other Apoſtles, and the Conſtitution of this Decree (of. the 
Keys) deſcended to all the Princes of the Church; but 'tis 


wh 
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wt without cauſe that what is intimated to all-'is congmniled 
20 0n6..; For this is therefore particularly eftruſte #9 Pe- 
ter, becauſe the example of Peter is propss'd'to'all the Go- 
vernors of the Church. And ſo much to the firſt Propo- 
ſition, which though have abſtained from treating dog- 
matially, yet] have ſaid, or rather ſhew'd you that others 
fay what may abundantly quiet your fears, and that a 
Catholick who confines the Popes power onely to ſpiri- 
tuals, is ſo far from contradiCting my principle receiv'd 


. amongſt Eatholicks,:that he has the warrant. of preat, I 


had almoſt ſaid all Authority on this fide, at leaſt fo much 
that is not . well conſiſtent{-with Catholick principles to 
poſe it. But I pray, miſtake-me-not, for though- 1 
have ſaid nothing of my ſelf;: yet I would not be miſin- 
terpreted fo much as to have alledg'd ought which' might 
be thought to queſtion any, not enely ſpiritual , 
but even temporal] power which may juſtly belong to the 
Church , and which when it does, ſhe may - without 
doubt juſtly-uſe. | But tis one thing to have power. by 
agreement of, men, and.-another by :Commiſſion from 
Chriſt, and I would ſay no more then St. Bernard has 
faid before me, that however ſuch things may belong to- 
the Church, yet not by right of Apoſtteſhip. Your Argu- 
ment afſum'd. rhat a Vicar had'the fame power with him: 
whoſe Vicar he is;what ] have alledg'd was only to anfwer: 
that, and 8s I amnotoblig'd, ſo I meintnot to go farther. 
What I ſhall adde in examination of your ſecond'Pro- 
poſition you will perceive is more to ſatisfie your Friend- 
ſhip then your Argument ; for whether Chriſt had tempo- 
ral Dominion or no, if he gave it not to the Pope, the- 
Pope is never the near, and//your Argument ſufficiently 
cleer'd. Notwithſtanding ſince I woyld not give you 
cauſeto.complain I neglect any thing you propos'd, ler 
us conſider how far this is true, that Chriſt had all tem- 
poral as: well as ſpiritual power. . But, Friend, 1 hope 
your feud to formalitics is -abated, for I mvſt tell you 
beforehand, there js no difcourſing! on this: ſubject with- 
out diſtinguiſhing the God from the Adam Yow _y | 
: Chrilt: 
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Chriſtthe diſtin. properties 'of -both Natures were 6. 
unit( they both made. but one Sacred Perſon, to 


which perſon nothing can bedeny'd which can with truth 
be affirm'd of God, and none I think will be ſo madly 
blaſphemous to queſtion the abſolute Soveraignty and 
Onanipotent.power of 'God over all things. But the 
ſame, pcrſon was man too; and *tis' from” that formality 
the Pope claims ; for fuppoſe 'tis nolefs impiety to af- 
firm,that what belongs to the Divine Nature is not com- 
municable to any to whom that Nature is not* commuy- 
nicated, then 'tis to deny of the Divine Nature that 
which truly belongs to it. And this Be//armin well un- 
derſtood/when he argues thus: Chrift as mar while he 


Ne Rom. Pont, liw'd on Earth neither had nor would have Dominion meerly 


terwporal over any Province or Town + But the Pope is the 
Vicar of Chriſt, and repreſents Chriſt to us as he was while 
he lid amongft men ; Wherefore the Pope as Chriſt's Vicar, 
and conſequent ty as Pope, has net Dominion meerly temporal 
over an) Province or Town. © Speaking now of Chriſt pre- 
_ ciſcly as Man, thoſe who attribute temporal power to 
him, and make him a ſecular King, go one of theſe two 
ways. They ather alledge right of Succeſſion by deſcent 
from David, or a particular grant from God the Father, 
in whoſe power it being to diſpoſe of all Kingdoms, they: 
affirm he has transfer'd this Right upon his Son as Man! 
Of theſe two the firſt is hard to prove, and in my opini- 
on ſignifies nothing when 'tis prov'd. The deſcent in- 
deed of Chriſt from , and that by two ſeveral beanches is 
recorded in the Goſpel; but deſcent gives a tittle to none 
but the-neareft'of the deſcent, and that Chriſt was the 
neareſt, is ſo far from appearing, that I know not how it 
poſhbly ſhould. "Tis true, that So/owon and his Poſterity 
Reigned to [an but of him the Prophet, Hier. 22. 
30. Foretold there ſhould not be of his ſeed a man who 
ſhould fit upon the Throne of David, and have power 
longer in Fxda: So that the Succeſſion of that' Regal 
Line of David ſeems endedin him. 'Tis true Zedechias 
or Mathanias« Reigned 11 years after him , who was not 
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of his ſeed, for he wes his Uncle 3 but. from him to 4 
'riFobulns of. the [Race of the Machebess, who . firſt: rc- 
afſum'd the Regal Diadem, there was not any King/ at. all 
amongſt the Jews. That Nathan or. any- of his Poſtc- 
ritycither Reign'd or had right to Reignnothing appears, 
.and much leſs that Chriſtwas the neareſt of: the' deferr- 
dents from cither: that or the other brarich.0! ipfo 'much 
darkneſs1 think tis ewdett there can be:no!thear; title. 
However I conceive Jnother:thing: is clear, which, even 
ſuppoſing that Chrift were-next-in deſcent:toDawd;would 
quite take away all Title to this Kingdom, and: yhatis, 
that inhis tume. the Rindom was. {cgally aud juttly'trad- 
lated from the /Family }af' Dvd to the! | Aſmonenny. 
For.certainly to affirm: that- the ; Aſachabdee; and their 
Succeflors,who with excellent: vertue recover'd the loft 
Scepter, and ſetled it in their own: Family, were all In- 
truders and Uſurpers and Tyrants,; would be 'a, wild and 
prepoſterous aſſertion, and ſuch aw-one as would: unſettle 
-all the tranſlations of Empires which conguriin the courſe 
of Hiftory,” whereof few perhaps have; been made iwith 
greater virtueor moreuſtice... . WhatiKing'can-be ſecure 
of his Title if the: 4/moneans were no Rigtitful King ? And 
if they were,deſcentfrom Pavid gives Olsift no more ti- 
tle tothe Throne of; David then: Signior Paleclopa! (far 
be all irreverence from thy ftderipariſon)'has' to: the Eni- 
pireof Greece, er Cootmin Tanrartree ts the? Orowir 'of 
t ſeems very hard'to 
' prove; but: though it were-prov/d, I think-chere js fo little 


;got by the bargain; that'it might have been'c'en as welt let 


i of Davit''is but right to 


zlohe-For right tothe King 
(ot @- 
ave big Authority confin'd to'the' Gwetto at) Rowe 


gre 


-and be put: to. the trouble! of Aſſembling the'diſpers'd 
7ews, that he may have over whow 'to Reign, and' wring- 
mg out the ancient Kingdom of David from "the" preſent 
: Poſefſors, that he may have where to Reign: He knows 
well enough the ſtrengthand- ſtability of long poflefſion, 
and I dare fay willnot change his ſpiritual titte' at. Rome 
gov for 


(24) 
for the beſt and faireſt temporal title which can be made 
him: to; Hirrnſalem; arid . where de the right 'of David 
can give him any intereſt, "tis bard to imagine. if 


: 


The other Plea is a Grant from his Father, who may | 


undoubtedly diſpoſe of Kingdoms, and every thing elſe 
ashe3pleaſes}+ But-his uſualway. of giving Kingdomsig 
to-put 4dqſt to. whom hegivesthem-mroaCtual poſleſſ. 
ot by Eltftion, SucceſſiongtheSword or' ether ſecondary 
means. To. give bare tiffes- without other fruit''is a 
courſe. not ſuitable to the method of his proceeding. 
Lawyers indeed have invented a diftinction berwixt the 
Domitiion and '»/r frat: of a thing, and the diſtin. 
Qion 15/uſcful here-below, + but-I ſuſpect diftinRions - are 
ſtrangers inHeaven;. and: that: piain dealing -providence 
deals hittle in Chican. ' However't be, being! reſolv'd not 
to penerrate into the: depth of the queſtion-my ſelf, ”7] 
ſhall onely obſerve to you what people ſay on both ſides, 
_ andleave'you- to judge. ' This ſhortreflexion by-the way 
{ ſuppoſe {w/e ogg} make, that if the Father 
ted any; ſuc] | 

And if -he knew'iſuch power was given him and yet re- 
'fuſed to uſe - ff rorp not how he wilibe excus'd from 
.the blame) of }not ham, what belong'd tothim to db.'A 
King.cercainly is as much:qblig'd to govern, as a *Subjet 
-was deficientin any.poins. tf duty, this in-referenceito 
my. dulneſs is. unavoitable;*Chrift 'did/not-perform-the 
duty ofa temporal King, therefore he -was/no temporal 
-King.,: But theſe, are onely:my thoughts by the by, what 
people ſay'ion bath.ſides is'this; [Thoſe who: would have 
Chriſt /a temporal King, alledge in : proof theſe plates of 
ARE INCLEFES of, his pqwer in general , and ex- 
preſly apply thename of King to him in: particular.' Such 
as Heb, 1,2. Whom he made ' Heir of all things, by whom 
alſo he mage the \Werlds, Heb.:2.7. Thow baft Crowned 
him with honqur avd glory, and'ifet ' bim over. all. the' works 
of thy hands. . For 1 that be ſubjetted \al" things, he' left 
nothing not ſubjet# to him,.1 Cor-y. 24. When \he ſhall 
have 


grant, the''Son /whs not ignorant: of it; 


t blaſphemy.to- ſay Chriſt 
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have evacuated all ' Principality and Power and Vertu, 
Mat. 28. 18. Al power is given me in Heaven and in 


Earth, Jo. 23.3. Knowing that the Father had given - 


all things into his hands, Jo. 5.22. For the Father 
"judges no man, but has given all judgment ts the-Son ; he has 
given him power to judge,beranſe he is the ſon of man, Apoc. 


17.14. 'They ſoeall fight with the” Lamb, and. the Lamb 


foall overcome them, becauſe he is Lord of Lords," and King 
of Kings.And again 19.16. And he has written in his gar- 
ment and on his high, King of Kings and Loyd of Lords. 
Ia. 33.22. The Loyd: our King, he will ſave 114. Pfal. 
2,6. 1 am made by him a King over Sion his holy hill, and 
a great man) more of the ſame nature. Theſe ſay they and 


the like places, are both plain in themſelves, and plainly 


expounded of a temporal regal power by the Fathers. 
To which purpoſe they bring Theophylaft expounding that 
to the Heb. whom he made Heir of all things ; that is , 


made Lord of the whole World ;, but haw did he make him 


'Lord? Namely as man, in the ſecond Pſalm he ſpeaks to 
him, Ask of me and I will give thee the Gentiles for thy In- 


heritance, And St. Anſelm apon the ſame place; Whom 
the Father appointed according to the humanity the immu- 


table = of all things ; that ts, poſſeſſor of all creatures. 
And Haymo pox % {ame place too, God the Father 
apointed his Son Heir of all things, that is of the whole 
World or all-creatures, not onely according to the Divinity in 
which he is coeternal to his Father, and coequal in the Om- 
nipotence of the Deity, and in which he eternally poſſeſſes 
all things with his Father ;, but rather according to the bu- 
manity aſſum'd by the word he is appointed Lordand Heir over 
all creatures, as God the Father promis'd him (ajing, Ask of 
me, &c. And the Son himſelf riſing from the dead ſpeaks 
thus in the perſon of the humanity; All power is given me in 
Heaven and in Earth. Euſebius Emiſſenus; - He who 
according to his Divinity had alwajes with the Father axd 
Holy Ghoſt power over al things, now alſs according to his 
avity has receiv'd power over all things a4 Man, He who 
lately ſuffer d let him Rule both in Heaven and in os 
D an 
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and bs believed the God and Lord, not of the Fews onely bur 
of all Nations, 'Optatus againlt the Donatiſts : Phy do you 


break ſuch 4 promiſe, and confine to a kind of Priſon the 
vaſt —_ of Kingdoms ? why do you ſtrive to hinder 


[a much goodneſs ? mh) are you againſt our Saviomrs merits ? 


Permit the Son to enjoy what was granted, permit the Fa. 
ther to perform what he promiſed. Why do you ſet bounds, 
ana fir Limit, when the whole Earth was promiſed by the 
Fathey ? There is not any thing in any part of the Earth 
which ſeems exempt from his Poſſeſſion. The whole Earth 
with its Nations were given him. Theſe and. the 
the like places arc the chiet ſupports of the affirmative o- 
pinion; | for omit their Reaſons, not onely becauſe a 
man who were ſtrongly bent upon it, may invent ſpecious 
pretexts almoft for any thing, and they ſeem to me no 0- 
ther , but becauſe I take queſtions of Faith not properly 
to belong to the deciſion of meer Reafon. I mean in this 
mauner, that People ſhould rafhly determ ine by their ill 
grounded rcaſonings, what is fitting or not fitting far 
God to-do, We are to learn cf our Fathers and the 
Church what he has done, and not by Airy ſpeculations 
determine what he ſhauld do. If this Dodtrine hath 
been delivercd to our Fore-Fathers, we ſhall. fure eno 
receive it from them ;. but if we do not, it will hardly be- 
long to Faith, even though it could be proved true.. In 
the mean time, thoſe who maintain the negative, bring 
particular Anſwers to all theſe places, the iſubſtance 
whereof devolves to this, that the Kingdom and Regal 
power attributed to Chriſt in the Scripture, is to be vn. 
derftood . of his Spiritual Kingdom the Church, vnleſ 
where his perſon is ſpoken of as comprehending the divine 
as well as humane natyre, in which Caſes, Regal power, 
and all thatcan be attfibuted to God, may juſtly be af- 
firmed of him. 'Twere to write a Book inftead of a Let: 
ter to dilate them all particularly, and when all is done, 
this is the nbſtance : But then on their ſide they alleadge 
Scripture and Fathers, in my: opinion much more convin- 


cing. And frſt they aſfirm the queſtion js expreſly and 


plMnly 


(27) | 
2 plainly decided by Chriſt himſelf, 7ob. 18. 36. When 
« being askt by Pilate if he were a King, he denies jt not, 
e but withal affirms his Kingdom is not of this World : 
4 And methinks people might take his word, and ceaſe to 
F diſpute of what he ſo plainly determined , for I cannot 
- FF - think otherwiſe but this Anſwer meets the difficulty in the 
', | Face, and ſoreſerves whether the right of _ ce 
FF or ſpiritaal Regality, as very poſitively to exclade Tem- 
+ | poral power. They alledge again Luke 12. 14. ho has 
k | made me Judge or Divider betwixt jou ? Our bleſſed Sa- 
ie F viour was moved by one who heard him, and perhaps 
believed in him, to cauſe one Brother to divide an inhe- 
ritance with the other. And he not onely refuſes the mo- 
tion, but ſays in a phraſe uſual in Scripture of denying 
by interrogation, it was a matter in which he had no- 
thing toclo, Now if Chrift' were truly a Temporal King, 
'tis hard to imagine how rendring Juſtice to his Subjects, 
who demanded it at his hands, and determining emer- 
gent Controverſies,” in which the very Office of a King 
does in a great meaſure conſift, ſhould not belong to 
him. © I hove nothing to do with Poſſeſſions, and I am 
no Temporal King, to ſcem equivalent. They alleadge 
beſides, 7o. 6. x5. where Chrift perceiving the multitude 
were reſolved to make him King, fled from them and 
In B hid himſelf. Put him to have received temporal Domi- 
ng nion over all the World from his Father, and 'twill be 
eB hard to unriddle why he uſed it not in this occaſion. 
pal His Subjects more diſpoſed to obey him, they were 
n-J willing, they were forward to do their parts ; what 
el can be faid why he did not do kis , and govern them ? 
me 1 ſaid before, and I cannot but repear it , Tis as 
er, much the duty of a King to govern, as of Subjects. to 
af-F be governed ; and 1 cannot for my life imagine any 0- 
&-E ther reaſon, why he ſhould refuſe to govern, then this, 
ne, that he was no temporal King. If it may be permit- 
igeſ ted me to ſpeak freely, this poſition- of temporal regal 
1n-F Power in Chriſt ſeems to me to include both nonſenſe 
nel and blaſphemy. For Nonſenſe it is to put a Power dn 
D 2 am, 
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him to no purpoſe; an- uſeleſs Metaphyfical potentia 

never reduced into ACt 3 and blaſphemy it is to ſay he, 
was deficient in his duty :- and how that poſition will pet. 
clear of either of theſe abſurdities, I can by no means 

underſtand. Other places of: Scripture . they bring, 

but theſe are the moſt material. . Now becauſe a- Ca- 

tholick cannot be a Catholick, who maintains a poſition 

direatly contrary to Scripture , for neither he nor his 

poſition would be endured , thoſe of the other ſide 

have invented ſeveral Senſes which they give to the 
'places alledged ; ' and though thoſe Senſes ſeem to me 
full of Nonſenſe, yet I cannot but commend in the 
Authors that they chuſe rather to: contradict common. 
Senſe then Scripture. But do you Judge ; Af King- 
dem is not of this World, that is, ſay they, "tis not 
by way of Elettion or Succeſſion, ner governed as World- 
. th Kingdomes are by Treaſuries, and Officers, and Ar- 
mics, To omit thata Kingdom of this World, thovgh 
received and governed - another way then  ufvally. 
Kingdomes are, is ſtill a Kingdome of this World, 
for the World is the World let it be goverued how 
'twil ; this ſeems to me to ſay that. the Kingdom 
of Chriſt is no | Temporal Kingdom For. tem- 
poral Kingdoms can not | ſubſiſt nor go on without 


ſ\uch things ; and he. that ſays his Kingdom had them - 
not , ſays plainly - his Kingdom was ſuch a Kingdem 


which needed none of thofe things. Which in other 


words I think is to ſay .it was not a Temporal King- 
dom. Again, ſay they, the Kingdom of Chriſt _ therefore” 


ſaid not to be of this world becauſe at that time moſt world- 


ly Kingdowes were got . by injuftice , and. governed by 


wicked and idolatrous Laws, and ſuch the K ingdom ' of 
Chrift was not. But pray, the Kingdomes now a days 


eſtabliſht with Juſtice and governed with equity, are 


they not Kingdomes of this World ? Or did Con- 
Partine forfeit his worldly Empire , by absliſhing 


thoſe Idolatrous Laws, and making . better in their - 


places? Strange Interpretors - of Scripture! Who 
would make worldly Kingdoms inconſiſtent with ver- 


rue 
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tue, and Kings ceaſe to be Kings when they turn good 
men.,.and moſt deſerve to be ſo. Beſides, if the world 
were divided into Kingdomes ., however unjuſtly got 
and wickedly governed , t'was yet divided into King- 
domes, and what Room was then left for Chriſt ? 
Would they have kim a King , and give him no King- 
dome, or a Kingdom no where? Farther what can 
be ſaid why he did not eftabliſh his juſt Kingdom in 
the place of thoſe wicked ones, | and take ſo much 
injuftice out of the World ? _ I think nothing but on- 
ly this, that his Kingdom was of arether nature, made 
to take away injuſtice from all, Dominion from 
none. I uy nothing of the impertinence of alledging 
injuſtice in the beginning of Empires, a poſition whic 

would ſhake the Foundations of the moſt ſetled Go- 
vernments,and 'leave few Princes ſecure of their Titles. 


A third anſwer is, that his Kingdom is not of this - 


World, becauſe yet orely cf this World, but of Hea- 


ven and Earth and all Creatures, as if this World and 
more were not this World. Beſides it miſtakes the. 
queſtion too, which is not of the cxtent of his Pow-. 


er, to which every Body knows that every thing 1s 
ſubject , but of the manner , whether beſides ' the 
omnipotence of his divine nature,and the ſpiritual Regali- 
ty of his humane, there were in him a Temporal pow - 
er, and he were appointed by his Father as Sax to 
judge the People, and go before them, and fight their 
battles. This is what the Scripture tells us People 
expect from their Kings, - and who ſpeaks not to this 
ſpeaks not to the queſtion, Farther they fay that 
Ctriſts Kingdom is not of this world, becauſe worldly 


Kingdomes are over Bodies, his over Sonls ;, worlaly. 


King domes require obedience to a Temporal Prince, 


his knowledge of, and obedience to the Prince of Hex. 


ven: worldly Kingdomes are extingmiſht by death, or War 
QC. hu ts perpetual and immortal, &c. And this 1s to 
ſay as plain az can be ſaid , that 'tis ſpiritual and not 


I Rig.21. 3, 


temporal. For Temporal Kingdoms arc over Bodies, . 


and 


(39) 
and if Chriſts Kingdom be only over Souls, 'tis not tem- 
'tis not temporal if it can not be _extin- 


poral; I. | 
guiſht, for no temporal thing is immortal. Farther 
to cantra.diſtinguiſh tke temporal Prince from the Prince 
of Heaven is direfly to yield the queftion and'change 
ſides. That prejudice ſhould be ſo ftrange a blindneſs, 
and men think to anſwer by laying the very ſame with 
their Adverſaries! To that of the diviſion of the Inhe- 
ritance, they anſwer that what Chriſt refusd was to be 
made Arbitrator betwixt the two Brethren. But beſides 
that,to underſtand the place of Arbitration ſeems a little 
violent 3-for Arbitration requires the Conſent of both 
Parties, and there appezrs nothing but the complaint of 
one againſt the injuſtige of the other. His anſwer im- 
ports, that medli ith Inheritances was a thing with 
which he had nothing to do, and that, whether he thought 
fit or no to become an Arbitrator , temporal Matters. 
belonged not to him. Again they ſay, his fignify'd he 
was no Ordinary 7udze, whoſe Duty and Obligation it was 
ro determine civil Controverſies, but that his 7urisdiftion 
was Voluntary and Arbitrary: And if this be not to ſay 
he was nota temporal King underſtand nothing ; for 
a temporal King,is obligd by his Office to do Juſtice 
and determine civil Controverſies, and his power is 
not Voluntary and Arbitrary, but Coactive and Obliga- 
cory. 

Thirdly » They anſwer, that Chrift meant his judicial 
power was not by humane conceſſion ; as if he could 
not have done the buſineſs as well by Authority from 
Heaven as from Earth, and had not been that way more 
empowered, and more oblig'd to perform his du- 


TY. 
Fourthly, That Chriſt came not into the World to judge 


temporal things, though he had full power (0 to ds ; which is 


juſt what the other ſide ſays, that he was not ſent, or 
empower d by his Father for that purpoſe, though as God 
he might do what he pleas'd. Whata pleaſant folly this 


unreſolvedneſs to maintain a thing is, which makes peo- 


ple 
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ſufficiently. St. Cyril of Alexan. ſpeaking of the 
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ple bring for anſwer the very poſition they op- 

e ag. 
Laſtly, He is ſaid to have refus'd dividing the Inheri- 
tance, becauſe Diviſion is the work, of the Devil, Diviſion 
of hearts indecd is ſo, but diviſion of poſſeſſions is a work 
of peace, and a neceſſary means to Union of 
hearts ; 'tis a command from God, and a duty in 
Kings. | - 
| This is chiefly what is ſaid on both ſides; you will 
judge as you ſee cauſe. Ifor my part believe none bet- 
ter acquainted with the truth then Chriſt himſelf, and I 
mean to take his word and believe his Kingdom is not 
of this World,and I care not who knows it, IfI miſtake 
his meaning, and that the Kingdom which he fays is not 
of this World, prove yet to bea worldly Kingdom, I 
ſhall at leaſt have the comfort to err in very good Com- 
pany, and good Company you know is a thing love 
Hya- De ador. in 
cinth in the Mytre of Aaron; The Hyacinth ſays he, þjr, 1.11, 
fgnifies Heaven, remember therefore Chrift ſajing my 
Kingdom is not of this World , for Chriſt ts nit an Earth- 
h, but a Heavenly King, and has all creatures under his 
feet, St. John Chryſoſtom ; Chriſt, ſays he, acknow- j1,,, 85. in 
ledges himſelf a King, but a Heavenly King'; which elſe- Mat. 
where anſwering Pilate, he [ays more clearly, my Kingdom 
is not of this World, And in another place, Striptare lon. 39. in 
hnows two Kingdoms, one of Adoption and Familiarity, * © 15 
another of Creation by the Law of Making and Creating 
he xs King of all, fews, Pagans, Devils, Adverſaries ; 
by familiarity and care (he is King) of the Faithful, and 
thoſe who willingly commit and - (ubjett themſelves to him. 
T his Kingdom too is ſaid to have a beginning ; for of this 
in the ſecond Pſalm, Ask ſays he,of me and I will give- thee 
the Gentiles for thy Inheritance : and to his Diſciples, all 
power 2s ginen me by my Father. St. Hierom. ſhews- the 11 Hierom. 
prophecy concerning. 7econias was not contrary to the c. 22+ 
promiſe of the Angel, becauſe, ſays he, feremy. [peaks of 4 
temporal and carnal Kingdom, Gabricl of 4 [piritnal and 

eternal 


T/. 115.18 


& - Foan, 


cternal one, St. Auſtin; Hear you Jews and Gentiler, 
hear Circumciſion, Prepuce hear, hear all you Earth 
: Kingdoms, 1 hinder not jour | Domimon in this Warld, m 
Kingdom 1s not of this World. And again, What would 
youmore ? Come to the Kingdom which 1s not of thus 


(32) 


World; come by believing, and be not cruel by caring. 
T he prophecy ſays of God the Father, but I am appointed 
by him a King over Sion his holy hill : But that S10n, and 
that Hill is not of this World. For what is his Kingdom, 
but thoſe who believe in him ?To whom he ſajs, you are not 
of this World, as I am not of this World, &c. Again, It 
3s plainly ſaid of the Kingdom of Chriſt, not according to 
that in the beginning, where God the Word was with God, 
for there none ever doubted but he is King for all Ages, but 
according tothe Aſſumption of Humanity, and Sacrament 
of Meaiatony, and Incarnation of a Virgin, that it ſhall 
ave no end; where the Angel ſpeaking to Mary ſays, and 
he will give himthe Kingdom of David ' his Father, and 
he ſhall Reign in the Houſe of Jacob for ever. -— But this 
Kingdom in the Houſe of Jacob, and on the Throne of 
David,ca» it be underitood otherwiſe then in the Church, 
and that People which is his Kingdom ? of which dlſo the A- 
poſt le ſays, when he ſhall have deliver d up his Kingdom to 
God the Fathey , that is, brought his Saints to the Con- 
templation of his Father. And L. 17. de Civit. Dei C. 7. 
Spcaking of the paſſage betwixt Sex! and Samuel, when 
Sax! tore the Cloak of Samuel: He repreſented fign- 
ratzvely the people of Iſrael, which people were to loſe their 
Kingdom, our Lord Feſus Chriſt by the New Teſtament 
being to Reign, not carnally, bat ſpiritually, And what 
ſays he, was not he a King who fear d to be made a King ? 
plainly he was, but not ſuch a King as could be made by men, 
but ſuch a King 4s conld give Kingdoms to men. —— He 
Care now not to Reign now, as he will in that Kingdom of 
which we ſay, let thy Kingdom come. He alwaies Reign! 
with his Father, according as he is the Son of God, the 
Ward of God, the Word by which all things are made. But 
the Prophets foretoli his Kingdom alſo according to this, that 


he 
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he was made Man, and made  thiſe who believe Chriſti- 
ans.” For there ſhall. be a Kingdom of Chriſtians, which 1s. 
yow 4 For. now making, is now burying with the. 


blond of Chriſt. This Kingdom will one day be . manifeſt , 
when the brightneſs of the Saints will be manifeſted after 
the judgment by him made, which" judgment he ſaid before 


that the pf Man foould make: Of 'which Kingdom 
/ 


alſo the Apoſtle ſaith, when he ſhall: have deliver'd np his 
Kingdom to God his Father: Whence alſo he ſays hinſelf, 
Come jou bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſſe the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of the World. But his 
Diſciples and the multitude believing in him, thought he 
came now to Reign. This is for them to take and make him 
King, to prevent the time which he kept ſecret to himſelf to 


declare ſeaſonably at the end. of the World. St. Hilary; j, Pſal. 2. 


T his therefore is the King ſet over Sion the holy bill of God, 
declaring the Command of the Lord, not over that hill of- 
the Earthly City, that deploy d, and homicide, and parri- 
cide Jeruſalem but that Jeruſalem, which is in. Heaven ; 
that which is our Afother, the City of the great King , 
whoſe Inhabitants, as I conceive,thoſe at this day are who roſe 
in the Paſſion of our Lord. St. Bernard ; That our Ford 


ack how God gave him the Throne of his Father David 
when he Reign d not in . Jeruſalem ;. nay, conſented not to 
the multitude which would have made him. King 5 beſides 
proteſted to the face of Pilate,m) Kingdom is not of this world. 
——But we kyow a Jeruſalem was ſignified different from 
that which is now, anudin which David Reign d, much more 
Noble and more Rich, and this I conceive was meant here, 
by a manner of ſpeech uſual in Scripture, where the Sipn- is 
often put for the thing fignifyd.. God did then give him 
the Seat of David his Father, when he was by him made 
King over $101 his holy hill. ' And he ſeems more plainly 
to declare what Kingdom it is of which he ſpeaks, by this 
that he ſays, xot in Sion, but over Sion. For peradven- 
ture it was therefore [aid above, that | David Reign'd in 

E Son, 


Teſus wax deſcended from David, no man doubts : But I Mil. 04 
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when it was aid by another y | 


every where over, or upon. 
" bis Throne, over his Kingd 
mRe 8 


Houſes acob : df 
1 end." 4 Jaco for ro, wnderftand the 
Jacob, how hall: be 
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lievers by Faith in bis Incarnation. v2 

Theſe in my Opinion( for I intend here to end, and 
think I have done fair for a Letter) ſpeak much 
more'to-purpoſe 
who talk of Chriſts pow 
according to his handle 
he had they expreſs not; extent «of his power, which 
no body denies, they afſert ; CESS 
to. the quality. of it, which 1s the ' -in_ queſtion* 
Whereas theſe politively 
and temporal, and 
They tell us bebdess what his Kingdom is: name- 
ly, the Faithful, his Church, and the plenitude of Saints 
now a gathering, and to be compleated in the Reſur- 
retion when he ſhall deliver -his Kingdom to his Fa- 


what" kind of- 


ther. - For my ſelf, though I have' enough declar'd my 


Opinion. yet I declare withal I mean not to tie you or 
any man to-it. Neither do I believe thoſe who are of a 
contrary judgment will be convinc'd ri I Pre ſaid, 
ncither dig I go about to canvince t buſineſs 
was to ſatisfie you, not to dogmatize. "Aſa by joPE you 


that the Word was made Fleſh, he res ro Tels in Bee 


—_ ARES on' the other fide; 
S and at moſt ac- 


declare it not to be carnal, 
y, but Spiritual and Divine: 
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cr . ” | 
| s can leaſt endure the contrary 

- your Fore-fathers, walk in the an- 

\; | tient Paths, avoid novelties and the like, arc Afaximes 
\, | foknownand univerſally” reccieved amongſt them, that 

us | who is known to contradi®t them, is known fo far to 

. | verve from the acknowledged grounds of | Catholick 

ts | <ligion. Now when the authority of unqueſtionable 


ity is of the one fide, and on the other, that of 
Futhors both late and few, and* of no' extraordinary cre- 
4it, a Catholick who knows what he does, can fo little 
doubt which part to take, that I think he is not excuſable 
if he ſo much as doubt, or atleaft not otherwiſe, then as 
zeal is excuſed by blindneſs.” None have that vencration 
for anitiquity, and Fathers, which Catholicks pretend, for 
they look upon them as the" men who have begot them 
in the Goſpel, from whence rhey* give them the wy 4 
3s E 2 | Fa- 


(36) 
Fathers, as the moſt . conſiderable Pillars of the Church, 

as the principal Perſons:0n whoſe atteſtation the Rule of 

Faith and Stability of Religion depends. _ After the a. 

cred Books of Scripture' written by Divine Inſpiration, 

to which no writing of Man cag be-equall'd, nor ſo much 

as compar'd , we Reverence-in the next place :the Wri 

tings of the Fathers, which wethink- uſeful too, and: the 

moſt uſeful. .:of any to the , underſtanding 'of:'the Seri 
pture, of which we hold them. the beſt Interpreters. We 
univerſally blame thoſe of other Communions for pre- 
ferring the obſcurity of private (interpretations - be- 
fore, the clear light of - Tradition. And all theſe 
things .are | known and acknowledg'd by every body; 
Wherefore ſince . the great Lights of - the Church 
St. Aguſtin, and St. Hierom, and St. Cyril, and St foby 
Chry(oſtom, and St. Bernard, and the reft ſhine clearly 
out, and with a joint conſent unanimouſly conſpire into 
the ſame DoGtrine , none are ſo blamable as Catholicks if 
they oppoſe it. And ſuch men as Comitol#s and Sermari 
»« and the like put into the contrary ballance, weigh ſo 
little, that tis ſhameful even that rhey ſhould enter in, 
The truthis, the world goes otherwiſe then ſharp-ſighted 
men would think it ſhould or could ; clſe tis not cafic to 


conceive how it ſhould be poſſible there ſhould be found 
amongſt thoſe of our principles, who ſhould ſtand in op- 


poſition to the Fathers. All that can be ſaid is that 
worldly policy ſometimes makes a little too bold with 
Chriſtian ſimplicity, and that prepoſterous zeal is ver 
blind, and therefore a very dangerous Guide. Aud I ſhall 
take theliberty to tell you that underſtanding Catholicks; 
who conſider the way they take, ſee, if it were followed 
in other things,” it would rnine Catholick Religion ,and 
that the men indeed, perhaps by the priviledge of well 
meaning ignorance are Catholicks , but the way is - not 
a Catholick way. Thanks be to God there are not ma» 
ny who walk in it, and thoſe who do, I believe conſider 
not what they do, For ſure I am that nowngly » 
PR eight 
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ſleight the Reverence due to Sacred Antiquity, and ſet up 
new Mafters in oppofition to the Fathers of Chriſtia- 
nity and Doctors of the Church, agrees very ill with a 
Catholiek Spirit. In fine, as men will be men, and God 
muſt make the World another thing then it is, if we ex- 
pect that all ſhould do as they ought, you will find a- 


'mong Catholicks ſome who hold the contrary Opinion , 


confidently,becauſe I miſtake very much if it be reprovable 
even amongſt the Jeſuits themſelves ; whe yet are thought 
the greateſt Favourers of the Papal power. At leaſt I know 
they cannot reprove it, without reproving their own beſt 
and moſt famons Authors, Read Bellarmin. de Rows. 
Pontif. the fourth Chapter of the fifth Book , and Afal- 
gonat. upon 27 Afat. and ſee if they do not both cx- 
preſly hold and ſtrongly prove the Doctrine of the Fa- 
thers , and ſo.far that the latter ſays people would make 
Chriſt a temporal King whether he will or no, &<c. 
againſt his expreſs declaration, and that before a Court 
of Juſtice. They are too long to be tranſcribed. But if 

u take the pains to read them, ſince that is ſafe enough 

m being reproved which there is no body to reprove ; 
[ hope your ſuſpicions will be at quiet. However I 
think it but ſeaſonable that I ſhould , and be permitted 
after ſo long a journey to zeſt 


but oc who hold this reprovable.And this I ſay-the more 


Tours, QC, 


FINHTS. 
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Ps 3- line 13. read particular, l, 36. r. were. p. 7.1.5. I. y0% 
cite, p. 8.1.1, for be. r. his. 1.5. r. enterfere. 1,32, may,r.my. p.10. 
I.37T. n0 extraordinary.p.l7.1.29.r.the Servants ear.p.18.1.26.r,becauſe 
be defiled. 1. 33. r. yet be gave.l. 35. r. Rabanus. pltil.6. x, dog- 
matrcally, 1.9. r. any principle. 1.11.t. bis fide, P.224l.8, r. ſuppoſe. 1.28. 
r. branches. p.23.1,22.r. K;ngs. P+244.16.r. penetrat.p. 27. 1, 22, dele 
to, 1, 28. r, were diſpoſed. p. 30.1. 18.r, bis anſwer fienify'd.l.ult. 
I, reſolvedneſs, p. 31.28. r. Creation. BYY © | : 
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